FLSS Guided Dog Walk Rules: Do’s and Don’ts

Welcome! We are happy to have you here to enjoy our beautiful trails! 

We are privileged that the Somerset County Parks Department makes an exception to its usual “No Dogs Allowed” policy and allows the Friends of Lord Stirling Stable (FLSS) to have guided dog walks on the trails of Lord Stirling Park 
on Saturday mornings. This privilege depends on us following the rules. 

Each walk covers about 3 miles. 
• The more leisurely walk (at a normal pace) starts promptly at 9 am
• The “fast walk” starts promptly at 9:30 am. Generally, the fast walk is not suitable for children as participants must keep up with the group’s fast pace
• There are some participants in the 9 am walk with elderly dogs who return to the stable after 20-30 minutes. They would be happy to have your company if you feel that you’re not up for the entire walk.

DO: plan to arrive 15 minutes ahead of time so that you are ready to start promptly at 9 am and 9:30 am. This is particularly important for new walkers so that you have time to fill out and sign a waiver before your first walk.

DON’T: let your dog off the leash or drop the leash allowing your dog to run free. Our trail environment is both extensive and fragile, and shared by equestrians. Dogs must be leashed and under control at all times. Our first rule here is “Nobody gets hurt.” NO EXCEPTIONS.

DO: stay with your group. Each walk has leaders and “whips” whose job it is to make sure nobody gets lost. It is frustrating and stressful for our volunteers if you don’t keep up.

DON’T: let your dog harass the horses, or other dogs. Try to keep dogs away from the fences when passing by horses, and keep dogs away from other dogs if
they are aggressive. Aggressive dogs and non-compliant walkers will be asked to leave and not come back!

DO: enjoy the trails and camaraderie
We’re glad you came.

FLSS Guided Dog Walk Rules

• DOG WALKS START PROMPTLY: 9 AM (regular walk) AND 9:30 AM (fast walk)
If you come late (after walkers are out of sight) YOU WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO GO OUT.

• DOGS MUST BE LEASHED AND UNDER CONTROL AT ALL TIMES
Keep ahold of your dog, and away from others if there are any doggie disagreements.

• STAY WITH THE PACK
It’s nice to look around and take pictures but please keep up.

• PLAN FOR A SHORTER WALK IF YOU HAVE SMALL CHILDREN OR DISABILITIES
A volunteer will take you around a shorter way after the rest of the pack has gone, or you can hang with some of the folks who go out for a shorter length 
of time.

• KEEP A DISTANCE FROM THE HORSES AND DOGS THAT SEEM AGGRESSIVE
Even the nicest dog can have a bad day, and horses can be spooked easily. Be aware of your surroundings and dog body language.

• ENJOY THE WALK, BUT OBEY THE RULES
We’re glad to have you participate, with or without a dog. But if you are not compliant, or can’t control your dog, you will be asked to leave and not come back


