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History of the Lord Stirling Stable Memorial Garden 

As you walk down from the parking lot toward the indoor ring, on your left is a row of ornamental 

crabapple trees next to the fence. The trees were planted by Harry Case, Lord Stirling StableΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀōƭŜ 

manager.  Under those trees is the Lord Stirling Stable Memorial Garden, which hosts perennial plants 

that are mostly native and an assortment of carved stones. Each stone is engraved with the name of a 

horse, pony, or cat who was part of our LSS community and who has since crossed the rainbow bridge.  

Please note: there are no animals buried in the garden! 

Before there was an actual Memorial Garden, there were groupings of memorial stones in a small area 

in front of the indoor ring viewing room.  Before long, that area became crowded.  Lawn mowers were 

causing damage to the stones (and vice-versa), and many of the stones had disappeared from view 

under the bushes. So the decision was made to create a new garden under the crabapple trees.  The 

stones were moved and, through a Somerset County Park Foundation grant, shade-loving perennials 

were recommended and purchased by Leonard J. Buck Garden staff and planted by volunteers.  

Additional perennials were purchased by the Friends of Lord Stirling Stable or donated by individual 

members. 

Most of the stones were carved by Gabriele Cohen, whose work also graces the Cathedral of St. John the 

Divine in NYC.  Gabriele is the daughter-in-law of Betty Cohen, who was a founding member of FLSS.  

Remaining stones, as noted in the text, came from Graphic Rocks (https://www.graphicrocks.com). 

The best time of year to visit the garden is early spring, late-March through April, when the plants are 

starting to appear but before they fully grow out and obscure the stones.  (Mid-winter is probably the 

best time to view the stones.)  The plants in the garden include:  

¶ Brunnera, the first to bloom in the spring, with variegated leaves and tiny blue flowers  

¶ Ligularia, big plants that more or less dominate the garden ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άƭƛƭȅ ǇŀŘέ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

bloom with large yellow flowers later in the season.  

¶ Cranesbill geraniums, blooming in late spring through summer with pinkish-purple flowers.  

¶ Astilbe, another spring-summer bloomer, has a soft lovely spike blossom  

¶ Coral bells, with reddish leaves and sprays of tiny flowers that bloom late summer into fall 

¶ Ferns 

¶ ²ƻƻŘ ǇƻǇǇƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ƎǊŜŜƴ άǎǘŀƎ ƘƻǊƴέ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻƻƳ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊƛƎƘǘ 

yellow flowers 

¶ Violets: white violets, common blue violets, and a sea of wild wood violets that you will see in 

many of the pictures in this guide. 

¶ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ǎŜŀƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ green and white striped leaves (similar to hostas) and tiny white pendant 

blooms underneath the leaves  

¶ Echinacea (purple coneflowers) in various colors, planted to attract butterflies  

¶ Mock strawberries and buttercups ς treading that line between weeds and wildflowers. The 

mock strawberries put out berries which are edible, but wholly devoid of taste.    



Map 

[Please note ς some of the locations given for the stones in the pages that follow are 

approximate, especially for those that lie on the line between sections] 

  



ALVIN 

CƛƴŘ !ƭǾƛƴΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŦǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

 

     

 

  



APPLE 

!ǇǇƭŜΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀlong the fence line in the Far Right section of the garden 

 
Stone from Graphic Rocks 

  
 

         



ASTRO 

!ǎǘǊƻΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

 

 



BELLA 

.ŜƭƭŀΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƻƴȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

 

 

  



BLADE 

.ƭŀŘŜΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƴŎŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǊ [ŜŦǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 
 Stone from Graphic Rocks  

 

 

 



BOONE 

CƛƴŘ .ƻƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŦǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǘǎ 

 
Stone from Graphic Rocks 

 

      

 



BRAZIL 

Brazil is remembered in the Right section of the garden 

 

 

  

   

 

Brazil and Tank ς Best Friends 



BURRITA 

CƛƴŘ .ǳǊǊƛǘŀΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

 

 

  



BUTTERCUP 

.ǳǘǘŜǊŎǳǇΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǊ wƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

 

     

 

  



 CALLIE 

/ŀƭƭƛŜΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻƴȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

 

 

  



CAPTAIN CRUNCH 

/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ /ǊǳƴŎƘΩǎ stone is in the Right section of the garden 

 

 

     



 

CHOCOLATE CHIP 

Chocolate Chip is remembered in the Center section of the garden 

 

 

 



COMANCHE 

CƛƴŘ /ƻƳŀƴŎƘŜΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

  



CULLEN 

/ǳƭƭŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƻƴȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

 

 



DAKOTA 

5ŀƪƻǘŀΩs stone is in the Far Right section of the garden 

 

 

 

 

  



DALLAS 

Dallas is remembered in the Far Right section of the garden 

 

 

 

 



DOMINO 

5ƻƳƛƴƻΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

 

 



DUSTY 

5ǳǎǘȅΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǊ wƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

        

 

         

Dusty (R) and Remus, best friends  

 



DUTCH 

5ǳǘŎƘΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

 

 
"We cantered through the darkness, over ground I could not see. 

But that little Dutchman pony, he took good care of me." 



EASTER 

CƛƴŘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

 

 

  



ECLIPSE 

9ŎƭƛǇǎŜΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƻƴȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

 

 

  



EEYORE 

9ŜȅƻǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

 

 



ELI 

CƛƴŘ 9ƭƛΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƻƴȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

 

 

 

 



ELVIS 

Elvis is remembered in the Left section of the garden 

 

 

 

Elvis sharing a secret with Razz 


